
4 911/ Doctor/ Hospital/ Pharmacy 
Communicative Goals for the Chapter: 
By the end of this chapter you should be able to: 

• talk about yourself 
• talk about children 
• discuss body parts 
• expressing health concerns/ pain 
• discuss medicine/ prescriptions/ dosages  
• discuss payment/ insurance 
• get information by asking and answering questions  
• call 911 and give directions/ address/ phone number 
• explain emergency situations 

 
Grammatical structures: 
past tense verbs (was, told, asked) 
negation (did not) 
infinitives (to + need, want) 
  
 
Mini-Story 1: 
Vocabulary:  
he was very sick (estuvo muy enfermo) 
he told (él dijo) 
his belly hurts (le dolía la barriga) 
she took him (ella lo llevó) 
 
There was a boy who was very sick. He told his mother that his belly hurt very much. She 
took him to see the doctor. 
 
asked questions (hizo preguntas/ preguntó) 
he cried (él lloró) 
was closed (estaba cerrado) 
 
The boy cried and cried. His mother took him to the doctor. The office was closed so she 
took him to the emergency room. The nurse asked many questions.  
 
  
Questions: 
Was there a man or a woman? Does she have a son or a daughter? Does she have a 
daughter? Do you have a son? Do you have a daughter? What was the woman’s name? 
What is her son’s name? (ex., Phillip)What are your children’s names? Who was sick? 
Was the dog sick? Is there a dog? No! How was Phillip sick? Does he have a headache? 
No, his belly hurts. Do you have a headache? Does the boy cry? Why does the boy cry? 
Does his mother take him to the park? Does she take him to the doctor? No, the doctor’s 
office was closed. Where does the mother take him?  
 
Role Play: 
“Hello, doctor. My son says his belly hurts when he urinates.” 



“He may have a bladder infection. Let’s take a urine sample. He will go into the restroom 
and urinate into this cup. Give it to the nurse when he is finished. Be sure to wash your 
hands and his hands when you are finished.” 
“Thank you, Doctor.” 
“He has a kidney infection. Here is a prescription for the antibiotics. He will need to take 
two doses a day for 5 days. I hope he feels better.” 
 
 
Mini-Story 2: 
 
Vocabulary:  
he was allergic (tenía alergia/ era alérgico)  
the medication (el medicamento/ la medicina) 
she told (le dijo) 
 
There was a boy. He was very sick. His mother took him to the doctor. The doctor asked 
her if the boy was allergic to any medication. She told the doctor her son is allergic to 
penicillin. 
 
Questions: 
Was there a boy or a girl? Who was sick? Was his mother sick? Are you sick? Are your 
children sick? Where did the boy’s mother take him, to the doctor or to the store? What 
did the doctor ask? Did the mother tell the doctor about her son’s allergies? Why did the 
mother tell the doctor? Does she need to tell the doctor about her son’s allergies? Why? 
Do your children have allergies to medications? Who is allergic to aspirin? Is Robert 
allergic to aspirin? Is Maria allergic to penicillin? Who is allergic to penicillin?  
 
Role play: 
“Doctor, my son is sick. He says his stomach hurts.” 
“Is he allergic to any medication?” “Yes, he is allergic to penicillin.” 
“Okay, then he will have to take another antibiotic.” “Let me see if I have any samples.”  
“Yes, here you go. Mix each bottle with 1 teaspoon of water and let him drink one in the 
morning and one at night. That should do it. Bring him back in 7 days if he is not better.” 
 
Mini-Story 3: 
 
sent for tests (enviado para pruebas) 
tried to explain (trató de explicar) 
what was wrong (lo que tenía/ cuál era el problema) 
 
George was very sick His doctor sent the boy for tests. The boy had an infection in his 
kidneys. George’s mother was upset. The doctor tried to explain to his mother what was 
wrong with her son.  
 



Mini-Story 4:  
 
a prescription (la receta) 
 
The doctor explained to George’s mother that the boy has a kidney infection. He wrote a 
prescription. The prescription was for antibiotics. George and his mother took the 
prescription and went to the pharmacy. 
 
do you have any questions (¿tiene usted alguna pregunta?) 
to clear up (para curar) 
he needs to take (necesita tomarse) 
 
The pharmacist was very nice. He asked George’s mother if she had any questions about 
the medication. He explained to her that the medication was to clear up George’s kidney 
infection. George needs to take the medication two times daily for a week. 
 
Mini-Story 5: 
 
the cream (la crema) 
for her skin (para la piel) 
 
There was a woman. She went to the pharmacy. The doctor had given her a prescription 
for a cream for her skin. The pharmacist was very nice.  
 
to choose from (escoger) 
she preferred (ella prefirió) 
he asked (le preguntó) 
she was frustrated (estaba frustrada) 
 
He told the woman there were two kinds of cream to choose from. He asked her which 
cream she preferred. The woman was frustrated. She didn’t know how to tell the 
pharmacist what she wanted. She told the pharmacist to choose. 
 
Questions: 
Who went to the pharmacy, a man or a woman? What is here name? Why did she go to 
the pharmacy, for eggs or for skin cream? Did she have a prescription? Who gave her the 
prescription? Was the pharmacist rude or nice? What did he tell the woman? Were there 
two kinds of cream? Was the woman happy or frustrated? Did she tell the pharmacist 
which cream she wanted? Why not? What did she tell the pharmacist?  
 
Role Play: 
“I need to fill this prescription, please.”  
“Okay. Do you have your insurance card?” “No, I will pay out of pocket.” 
“That’s fine. Give me about 15 minutes. We’ll call your name. Mendez, is it?” 
“Yes.” 
“Mrs. Mendez, there is a generic for this prescription. Out of pocket, the name brand will 
be $78 dollars and the generic will cost $23 dollars. Which do you prefer?” 
“Will the generic work just as well as the name brand? Yes? Then I’ll take the generic, 
please!” 



 
Mini-Story 6: 
Vocabulary: 
needed to see (tenía que ver/ necesitaba ver) 
filled out the paperwork (llenó el papeleo) 
if he had (si él tenía) 
  
There was a man. His name was Robert. He needed to see the doctor. He went to the 
hospital. He filled out all of the paperwork at the front desk. The receptionist asked the 
man if he had insurance.  
 
just said (solo dijo) 
the woman stared (la mujer lo miró) 
for a moment (por un momento) 
 
Robert didn’t have insurance. He didn’t know how to tell the receptionist he didn’t have 
insurance. He just said, “No.” The woman stared at him for a moment.  
 
looked through (buscaba/ revisó)  
she handed him (se lo dió) 
looked at (miró) 
 
The receptionist looked through her desk. Then she handed him a sheet of paper. Robert 
looked at the paper. The paper explained the cost of the visit without insurance.  
 
didn’t understand (no entendió) 
were unfamiliar (no eran familiares) 
to explain (explicar) 
 
Robert didn’t understand what the paper said. The words were unfamiliar. He asked the 
receptionist to explain the paper.  
 
the cost of the visit (el costo de la visita) 
without (sin) 
pay out of pocket (pagar de su propio bolsillo) 
 
The receptionist explained that the paper was a written agreement to pay the cost of the 
doctor’s visit. Without insurance, Robert was responsible for the full cost. He would have 
to pay out of pocket. 
 
Questions: 
Does a man or a woman need to see the doctor? Did he need to see the dog? No! Who 
does he need to see? Does he go to the doctor’s office or to the clinic? Neither one! 
Where does he go? Right, he went to the hospital. What did he do there? He filled out the 
paperwork. Does he want a job? No! He wants to see the doctor. Who does he talk to, the 
doctor or the receptionist? Does the receptionist ask him for a date? No! Does she ask 
him for his insurance? Does the man have insurance? What does he say to the 
receptionist? What does she say?  
 



Role Play: 
“Sir, do you have medical insurance?” 
“No, I will have to pay out of pocket.”  
“Sir, your bill is $2,000. Will you be paying with cash or credit?”  
“I want to set up monthly payments. Please send the bill to my house by mail.” 
“Okay, let’s see what we can set up. You will have to pay the bill in 6 months. $2000 
divided by 6 months is $333.33 a month. This sheet outlines the agreement that you will 
pay the bill. Sign here please.” 
“Ma’am, I can only pay $150.00 a month.” 
“Hmmm. That extends the agreement for 14 payments. Could you pay $167.00 a 
month?” 
“Yes, I think so.” 
“Okay, we’ll give you a year’s agreement. Sign here please. A bill will arrive in the mail 
once a month until the bill is paid in full.” 
 



Chapter Stories Lesson 1 
 
Mini-Story 1: 
There was a boy who was very sick. He told his mother that his belly hurt very much. She 
took him to see the doctor. The boy cried and cried. His mother took him to the doctor. 
The office was closed so she took him to the emergency room. The nurse asked many 
questions.  
 
Había un muchacho que estaba muy enfermo. Le dijo a su mama que le dolía mucho la 
barriga. Ella lo llevó a ver al medico. El niño lloró y lloró. Su mama lo llevó al medico. 
La oficina del medico estaba cerrada así que lo llevó a la sala de emergencia. La 
enfermera hizo muchas preguntas.  
 
Mini-Story 2: 
There was a boy. He was very sick. His mother took him to the doctor. The doctor asked 
her if the boy was allergic to any medication. She told the doctor her son is allergic to 
penicillin. 
 
Había un muchacho. Estaba muy enfermo. Su mama lo llevó al medico. El medico le 
preguntó si el niño tenía alergia a algún medicamento. Ella le dijo al medico que su hijo 
tenía alergia a la penicilina. 
 
Mini-Story 3: 
George was very sick His doctor sent the boy for tests. The boy had an infection in his 
kidneys. George’s mother was upset. The doctor tried to explain to his mother what was 
wrong with her son. The doctor explained to George’s mother that the boy has a kidney 
infection. He wrote a prescription. The prescription was for antibiotics. George and his 
mother took the prescription and went to the pharmacy. 
 
Jorge estaba muy enfermo. Su médico mandó el niño para pruebas. El niño tenía una 
infección en sus riñones. La madre de Jorge estaba preocupada. El médico trató de 
explicarle a la mamá de Jorge que el niño tenía una infección de los riñones. Escribió 
una receta. La receta era para antibióticos. George y su madre tomaron la receta y 
fueron a la farmacia.  
 
The pharmacist was very nice. He asked George’s mother if she had any questions about 
the medication. He explained to her that the medication was to clear up George’s kidney 
infection. George needs to take the medication two times daily for a week. 
 
El farmacéutico era muy simpático. El preguntó a la madre de Jorge si tenía cualquier 
pregunta sobre el medicamento. El le explicó que el medicamento era para curar la 
infección que tenía Jorge. Jorge necesita tomarse el medicamento dos veces diario por 
una semana.   
 
Mini-Story 5: 
There was a woman. She went to the pharmacy. The doctor had given her a prescription 
for a cream for her skin. The pharmacist was very nice. He told the woman there were 
two kinds of cream to choose from. He asked her which cream she preferred. The woman 



was frustrated. She didn’t know how to tell the pharmacist what she wanted. She told the 
pharmacist to choose. 
 
Había una mujer. Ella fue a la farmacia. El médico le había dado una receta para una 
crema para su piel. El farmacéutico era muy simpático. El le dijo a la mujer que había 
dos tipos de crema para escoger. El le preguntó cuál crema prefirió. La mujer estaba 
frustrada. Ella no sabía como decirle al farmacéutico cuál quería. Ella le dijo al 
farmacéutico que escogiera.  
 
Mini-Story 6: 
There was a man. His name was Robert. He needed to see the doctor. He went to the 
hospital. He filled out all of the paperwork at the front desk. The receptionist asked the 
man if he had insurance. Robert didn’t have insurance. He didn’t know how to tell the 
receptionist he didn’t have insurance. He just said, “No.” The woman stared at him for a 
moment. The receptionist looked through her desk. Then she handed him a sheet of 
paper. Robert looked at the paper. The paper explained the cost of the visit without 
insurance. Robert didn’t understand what the paper said. He can read, but the words were 
unfamiliar. He asked the receptionist to explain the paper. The receptionist explained that 
the paper was a written agreement to pay the cost of the doctor’s visit. Without insurance, 
Robert was responsible for the full cost. He would have to pay out of pocket. 
 
Había un hombre. Su nombre era Roberto. El necesitaba ver al médico. Fue al hospital. 
El rellenó todo el papeleo en el mostrador de recepción. La recepcionista le preguntó si 
tenía seguro médico. Roberto no tenía seguro. No sabía cómo decirle que no tenía 
seguro. Sólo le respondió, “No.” La mujer lo miro por un momento. La recepcionista 
buscó en su escritorio. Entonces le dio una hoja de  papel. Roberto miró el papel. El 
papel explicó el costo de la visita sin seguro. Roberto no comprendió lo que decía el 
papel. El puede leer, pero las palabras no eran familiares. Le pidió a la mujer explicar el 
papel. La recepcionista le explicó que el papel era un acuerdo escrito para pagar el 
costo de la visita del médico. Sin seguro, Roberto tenía la responsabilidad para el costo 
entero. Tenía que pagar de su propio bolsillo.   
 



4 911/ Doctor/ Hospital/ Pharmacy 
Lesson 2 
 
Mini-Story 1: 
Vocabulary: 
she was riding her bike (montaba su bicicleta) 
in the street (en la calle/ en el medio de la calle) 
 
There was a little girl. She was riding her bike in the street.  
 
he came down (venía por) 
he was talking (estaba hablando) 
he reached over (se inclina hacia/ alcanzando) 
to change the radio station (para cambiar la estación de la radio/ para cambiar la 
emisora) 
 
A man in a big truck came down the street. He was talking on his cell phone and reached 
over to change the radio station.  
 
he didn’t see (no vió) 
he wasn’t paying attention (no prestaba atención) 
 
He didn’t see the little girl. The man didn’t see her riding her bike. He wasn’t paying 
attention and he didn’t see her. 
 
he looked back (miró atrás) 
he heard (oyó) 
she screamed (ella gritó) 
 
The man was talking on his cell phone and didn’t see a girl riding her bike in the street. 
He was talking on his cell phone and changing the radio station. When he looked back at 
the street again, he heard the girl’s mother scream. 
 
 
Questions:  
Was there a girl or a boy? Was there a dog? Where was the little girl? Was she riding a 
bicycle or a horse? Was she in the park? Was she in the street? Who came down the 
street? Was he driving a truck? What color was the truck? Was it a big truck or a small 
truck? What was the make (Ford, Chevrolet, Toyota)? Was he paying attention? No! Was 
he talking to the girl? What was he doing? Did he see the girl? Who was screaming? Why 
was she screaming? Did the man scream? Did the man stop to help?  
 
Role Play: 
“Hello. This is 911. How may I help you?” 
“A little girl just got run over. She is hurt.” 
“Is she conscious?”  
“No, I don’t think so. And there is a lot of blood around her.” 



“Sir, I am sending an ambulance right now. Where are you?” 
(Give directions to own address)  
ex: “We are in the Pinewoods trailer park on Hwy. 29 North, next to lot G-10.” 
“Okay, the ambulance is on its way. Can you tell me how to get to lot G-10?” 
“You turn off of Hwy 29 next to the Exxon. Then you make a right at the stop sign. You 
will make a left at the bottom of the hill.” 
“Okay, sir. Now I need you to check on the girl. Is she breathing?” 
“Yes, she is breathing.” 
“Okay, sir. Is she in immediate danger?” 
“Well, she is in the middle of the street. Should I move her?” 
“No, if you can direct traffic around her, it would be best to not move her until the EMTs 
arrive.” 
“Oh, hey, the ambulance just drove up.”  
“Okay, good. The EMTs will take care of her. You can hang up now.” 
 
 



Chapter Story Lesson 2 
 
There was a little girl. She was riding her bike in the street. A man in a big truck came 
down the street. He was talking on his cell phone and reached over to change the radio 
station. He didn’t see the little girl. The man didn’t see her riding her bike. He wasn’t 
paying attention and he didn’t see her. The man was talking on his cell phone and didn’t 
see a girl riding her bike in the street. He was talking on his cell phone and changing the 
radio station. When he looked back at the street again, he heard the girl’s mother scream. 
 
Había una niña. Ella montaba su bicicleta en la calle. Un hombre en un camión grande 
vino por la calle. Estaba hablando por el celular y alcanzó a la radio para cambiar la 
emisora. No vio a la niña. No la vio montando su bicicleta. El no prestaba atención y no 
la vio. El hombre estaba hablando por su celular y no vio a una niña montando su 
bicicleta en la calle. El estaba hablando por su celular y cambiando la emisora de la 
radio. Cuándo miró a la calle de nuevo, oyó gritar la madre de la niña.  
 



ANSWERS TO EXERCISES: 
 
Exercise # 1 Describe the following pictures: Answers will vary. 
 
Exercise # 2 Tell the story you see in the pictures: Answers will vary; Similar to 
Lesson 2 Mini-Story 
There was a little girl. She was riding her bike in the street. A man in a big truck came 
down the street. He was talking on his cell phone and reached over to change the radio 
station. He wasn’t paying attention and he didn’t see her. When he looked back at the 
street again, he heard the girl’s mother scream. 
 
Exercise # 3: Listening Comprehension. 
 1. The girl’s mother screamed. (D) 
 2. The girl was riding her bike. (A) 
 3. The man was talking on his cell phone. (C) 
 4. The truck came down the street. (B) 
 5. The man wasn’t paying attention. (C) 
 6. The girl was hurt. (D) 
 7. The man didn’t see the girl. (C) 
 8. The man heard the girl’s mother scream. (D) 
 
Exercise # 4: Fill-in-the-blank 
 was 
 riding her bike 
 big truck 
 talking 
 change 
 paying attention 
 see 
 looked 
 heard 
Exercise # 5: Sentence Comprehension: 
 1. A. The boy’s throat hurts.  
      B. The boy is sick.  
 2. B. The boy is sick. 

    C. The boy’s stomach hurts. 
3. B. The man has a head injury. 

      C. This is a serious injury. 
    D. The man is injured.  
4. B. The boy is hurt. 

        D. The boy hurt both of his legs.  
 



Exercise # 6: Reading Comprehension: 
1. She had two small children. 
2. One is four years old and the other is just 8 months 
3. Both been sick with a fever for several days. The baby had been vomiting.  
4. To the doctor 
5. her neighbor  
6. At the doctor’s office the receptionist asked her some questions. 
7. The woman was frustrated because she didn’t understand the questions. She 
tried to tell the receptionist that her boys were very sick. The receptionist didn’t 
understand.  
8. The nurse who could speak a little Spanish.  

Exercise # 7: Write Answers will vary. 
 
 
 



STUDENT EXCERCISES 
Vocabulary Lesson 1:  
he was very sick (estuvo muy enfermo) 
he told (él dijo) 
his belly hurts (le dolía la barriga) 
she took him (ella lo llevó) 
asked questions (hizo preguntas/ 
preguntó) 
he cried (él lloró) 
was closed (estaba cerrado) 
he was allergic (tenía alergia/ era 
alérgico)  
the medication (el medicamento/ la 
medicina) 
she told (le dijo) 
sent for tests (enviado para pruebas) 
tried to explain (trató de explicar) 
what was wrong (lo que tenía/ cuál era 
el problema) 
a prescription (la receta) 
do you have any questions (¿tiene 
usted alguna pregunta?) 
to clear up (para curar) 
he needs to take (necesita tomarse) 
the cream (la crema) 
for her skin (para la piel) 
to choose from (escoger) 
she preferred (ella prefirió) 
he asked (le preguntó) 
she was frustrated (estaba frustrada) 
needed to see (tenía que ver/ necesitaba 
ver) 
filled out the paperwork (llenó el 
papeleo) 
if he had (si él tenía) 

just said (solo dijo) 
the woman stared (la mujer lo miró) 
for a moment (por un momento) 
looked through (buscaba/ revisó)  
she handed him (se lo dió) 
looked at (miró) 
didn’t understand (no entendió) 
were unfamiliar (no eran familiares) 
to explain (explicar) 
the cost of the visit (el costo de la 
visita) 
without (sin) 
pay out of pocket (pagar de su propio 
bolsillo) 
 
Vocabulary Lesson 2: 
she was riding her bike (montaba su 
bicicleta) 
in the street (en la calle/ en el medio de 
la calle) 
he came down (venía por) 
he was talking (estaba hablando) 
he reached over (se inclina hacia/ 
alcanzando) 
to change the radio station (para 
cambiar la estación de la radio/ para 
cambiar la emisora) 
he didn’t see (no vió) 
he wasn’t paying attention (no 
prestaba atención 
he looked back (miró atrás) 
he heard (oyó) 
she screamed (ella gritó)

 
 



Exercise # 1: Describe the following pictures: Working in groups, describe the picture 
to each other. 
 

 

 
 
 
Exercise # 2: Tell the story you see in the pictures: 



A. 

 

B.  
 
 
 
 

C. 

 

D. 
girl’s mother 

 
 
 
Exercise # 3: Listening Comprehension. Write the letter of the picture your teacher 
describes. 
 

1. __________ 

2. _________ 

3. __________ 

4. __________ 

5. __________ 

6. __________ 

7. __________ 

8. __________ 

Exercise # 4 Fill-in-the-blank 
 
There ___________ a little girl. She was _______________________ in the 

street. A man in a ___________________ came down the street. He was 

_______________________ on his cell phone and reached over to 

_______________ the radio station. He wasn’t _______________________ 

and he didn’t ___________ the girl riding her bike in the street. When he 

_____________________ back at the street again, he __________________ 

the girl’s mother scream.



Exercise # 5: Sentence Comprehension: Look at the pictures and decide which 
sentences describe the picture. Circle the letter for the correct sentence. There may be 
more than one answer. 
 

 
A. The boy’s throat hurts.  
  
B. The boy is sick.  
 
C. The boy’s stomach hurts. 
 
D. The boy’s head hurts.  
 
 
 
A. The girl is sick. 
  
B. The boy is sick. 
  
C. The boy’s stomach hurts. 
 
D. The boy’s throat hurts.  
 
 
 
A. The man hurt his back. 
 
B. The man has a head injury. 
  
C. This is a serious injury. 
 
D. The man is injured.  
 
 
A. The boy is sick. 
 
B. The boy is hurt. 
 
C. The boy has two broken arms. 
 
D. The boy hurt both of his legs.  
 

 

 

 



Exercise # 6: Reading Comprehension: Read the following story and answer the 
questions. 
 
There was a woman. She had two small children. The boys, one four years old and the 
other just 8 months had both been sick with a fever for several days. The baby had been 
vomiting. The mother needed to take the boys to the doctor. She asked her neighbor to 
drive her to the doctor’s office. At the doctor’s office the receptionist asked her some 
questions. The woman didn’t understand the questions. She tried to tell the receptionist 
that her boys were very sick. The receptionist didn’t understand. Frustrated, the woman 
began to cry. Then a nurse came out. The nurse could speak a little Spanish. The woman 
told the nurse that the boys were very sick.  
 
1. How many children does the woman have?___________________________________ 

2. How old are the boys? ___________________________________________________ 

3. What is wrong with the boys? _____________________________________________ 

4. Where does the woman take the children? ___________________________________ 

5. Who drives to the doctor’s office? __________________________________________ 

6. Who asked questions? ___________________________________________________ 

7. Why did the woman cry? _________________________________________________ 

8. Who comes to talk to the woman? __________________________________________ 

 
Exercise # 7: Write your story. Tell of an incident when you needed medical help. Use 
as much of the new vocabulary as possible. 
 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 



Exercise # 8 Patient Forms Review with the students the following forms. Discuss 
meaning and practice comprehension. Practice filling out the forms as a class. 
 
 



Exercise # 9 Understanding Prescriptions Students will review the following sample 
prescription and practice comprehension of the information. Students will answer 
questions based on the descriptions of the prescriptions:  
 
Sample Prescription #1 

 
http://cdn.channel.aol.com/body/hv/101774 



Sample Prescription #2 

 
http://health.ucsd.edu/NR/rdonlyres/9A691E76-0714-4377-AB00-
6C0A5628F3C3/0/rxlabel2.jpg 
 
 
Sample Prescription #3 

 
http://www.osborndrugs.com/gifs/label1.gif 

 



Exercise # 10 Understanding Drug Information Students will review accompanying 
drug information for comprehension.  
 
Patient Prescription Information 
 
Drug Information: Azithromycin 

URL of this page: 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/druginfo/medmaster/a697037.html  

(az ith roe mye' sin) 

Why is this medication prescribed? 

Azithromycin is used to treat certain infections caused by bacteria, such as bronchitis; 
pneumonia; sexually transmitted diseases (STD); and infections of the ears, lungs, skin, 
and throat. Azithromycin is in a class of medications called macrolide antibiotics. It 
works by stopping the growth of bacteria. Antibiotics will not work for colds, flu, or 
other viral infections. 

How should this medicine be used? 

Azithromycin comes as a tablet and oral suspension (liquid) to take by mouth. It is 
usually taken with or without food once a day for 1-5 days. To help you remember to take 
azithromycin, take it around the same time every day. Follow the directions on your 
prescription label carefully, and ask your doctor or pharmacist to explain any part you do 
not understand. Take azithromycin exactly as directed. Do not take more or less of it or 
take it more often than prescribed by your doctor. 

Shake the liquid well before each use to mix the medication evenly. Use only the syringe 
provided to measure the correct amount of medication. Rinse the syringe with water after 
taking the full dose of medication. 

The tablets should be taken with a full glass of water. 

Take azithromycin until you finish the prescription, even if you feel better. Stopping 
azithromycin too soon may cause bacteria to become resistant to antibiotics. 

Other uses for this medicine 

Azithromycin is also used sometimes to treat H. pylori infection, early Lyme disease, and 
other infections. It is also used sometimes to prevent heart infection in patients having 
dental or other procedures and to prevent STD in victims of sexual assault. Talk to your 
doctor about the possible risks of using this medication for your condition. 



This medication may be prescribed for other uses; ask your doctor or pharmacist for more 
information. 

What special precautions should I follow? 

Before taking azithromycin, 

• tell your doctor and pharmacist if you are allergic to azithromycin, clarithromycin 
(Biaxin), dirithromycin (Dynabac), erythromycin (E.E.S., E-Mycin, Erythrocin), 
or any other medications. 

• tell your doctor and pharmacist what prescription and nonprescription 
medications, vitamins, nutritional supplements, and herbal products you are 
taking. Be sure to mention any of the following: anticoagulants ('blood thinners') 
such as warfarin (Coumadin); cyclosporine (Neoral, Sandimmune); digoxin 
(Lanoxin); dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45, Migranal); ergotamine (Ergomar); 
medications that suppress the immune system; nelfinavir (Viracept); phenytoin 
(Dilantin); and terfenadine (Seldane). Your doctor may need to change the doses 
of your medications or monitor you carefully for side effects. 

• if you take antacids (Mylanta, Maalox), take them 2 hours before or 4 hours after 
azithromycin. 

• tell your doctor if you have or have ever had cystic fibrosis, human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV), irregular heartbeat, or kidney or liver disease. 

• tell your doctor if you are pregnant, plan to become pregnant, or are breast-
feeding. If you become pregnant while taking azithromycin, call your doctor. 

What special dietary instructions should I follow? 

Unless your doctor tells you otherwise, continue your normal diet. 

What should I do if I forget a dose? 

Take the missed dose as soon as you remember it. However, if it is almost time for the 
next dose, skip the missed dose and continue your regular dosing schedule. Do not take a 
double dose to make up for a missed one. 

What side effects can this medication cause? 

Azithromycin may cause side effects. Tell your doctor if any of these symptoms are 
severe or do not go away:  

• upset stomach 
• diarrhea 
• vomiting 
• stomach pain 
• mild skin rash 



Some side effects can be serious. The following symptoms are uncommon, but if you 
experience any of them, call your doctor immediately:  

• severe skin rash 
• hives 
• itching 
• difficulty breathing or swallowing 
• swelling of the face, throat, tongue, lips, eyes, hands, feet, ankles, or lower legs 
• hoarseness 
• yellowing of the skin or eyes 
• rapid, pounding, or irregular heartbeat 

Azithromycin may cause other side effects. Call your doctor if you have any unusual 
problems while taking this medication. 

If you experience a serious side effect, you or your doctor may send a report to the Food 
and Drug Administration's (FDA) MedWatch Adverse Event Reporting program online 
[at http://www.fda.gov/MedWatch/index.html] or by phone [1-800-332-1088]. 

What storage conditions are needed for this medicine? 

Keep this medication in the container it came in, tightly closed, and out of reach of 
children. Store the tablets at room temperature and away from excess heat and moisture 
(not in the bathroom). Throw away any medication that is outdated or no longer needed. 
Keep liquid medicine tightly closed at room temperature or in the refrigerator, and throw 
away any unused medication after 10 days. Do not freeze. Talk to your pharmacist about 
the proper disposal of your medication. 

In case of emergency/overdose 

In case of overdose, call your local poison control center at 1-800-222-1222. If the victim 
has collapsed or is not breathing, call local emergency services at 911. 

What other information should I know? 

Keep all appointments with your doctor and the laboratory. Your doctor may order 
certain lab tests to check your body's response to azithromycin. 

Do not let anyone else take your medication. Your prescription is probably not refillable. 
If you still have symptoms of infection after you finish the azithromycin, call your doctor. 

It is important for you to keep a written list of all of the prescription and nonprescription 
(over-the-counter) medicines you are taking, as well as any products such as vitamins, 
minerals, or other dietary supplements. You should bring this list with you each time you 
visit a doctor or if you are admitted to a hospital. It is also important information to carry 
with you in case of emergencies. 



Brand name(s): 

• Zithromax® 
• Zithromax® Single Dose Packets 

• Zithromax® Tri-Paks® 
• Zithromax® Z-Pak® 
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Exercise # 11: Family Homework: Students will read the following suggested titles to 
their children or younger family members. (Children may also read to the parent). 
 
Hospital words Author Richey, Jim. ISBN 0822413124 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=1183536&t=hospital%20vocabulary&tp=keyword&d
=0&hc=6&rt=keyword 
 
Curious George goes to the hospital Author Rey, Margret. ISBN 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=48362&t=hospital&tp=keyword&d=0&f=at&o=30&h
c=2408&rt=keyword 
 
Gus and Grandpa at the hospital Author Mills, Claudia. ISBN 0374328277 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=83812&t=hospital&tp=keyword&d=0&f=at&o=30&h
c=2408&rt=keyword 
 
*A hospital Author Rosinsky, Natalie M. (Natalie Myra) ISBN 1583403272 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=2331552&t=hospital&tp=keyword&d=0&f=at&o=20
&hc=2408&rt=keyword 
 
*Out and about at the hospital Author Attebury, Nancy Garhan. ISBN 1404811486 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=2538088&t=hospital&tp=keyword&d=0&f=at&o=20
&hc=2408&rt=keyword 
 
Do I have to go to the hospital a first look at going to the hospital Author Thomas, 
Pat. ISBN 9780764132155 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=4216975&t=hospital&tp=keyword&d=0&f=at&o=20
&hc=2408&rt=keyword 
 
Corduroy goes to the doctor Author McCue, Lisa. 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=1339531&t=doctor%20s%20office&tp=keyword&d=
0&f=at&hc=92&rt=keyword 
 
Going to the doctor Author Radabaugh, Melinda Beth. ISBN 1403402299 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=2790216&t=doctor%20s%20office&tp=keyword&d=
0&f=at&hc=92&rt=keyword 
 
The doctor's office Author Saunders-Smith, Gail. ISBN 1560657731 



http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=395251&t=doctor%20s%20office&tp=keyword&d=0
&f=at&o=10&hc=92&rt=keyword 
 
Safety during emergencies Author Raatma, Lucia. ISBN 1592960871 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=2449096&t=emergency&tp=keyword&d=0&hc=3790
&rt=keyword 


