
3 Children & the School 
Communicative Goals for the Chapter: 
By the end of this chapter you should be able to: 

• talk about dates and meeting times 
• expressing needs/wants 
• get information by asking and answering questions 
• discuss issues regarding behavior, grades and assignments, and appointments such 

as:  
-  when classes begin 
-  when conferences are schedules or needed 
-  how the child is doing in school 

  -  how the child behaves 
  
Grammatical structures: 
present tense verbs (attends, likes, behaves, etc.) 
negation (does not, will not) 
present progressive (is working, is making) 
infinitives (to + listen) 
 
 
Mini-story 1  
Vocabulary:  
the school (la escuela) 
the students (los estudiantes; los alumnos) 
she attends (ella asiste) 
she likes (a ella le gusta) 
 
Caroline is a student at Sanford Elementary. She is in the 4th grade. She is a good 
student. She attends school every day. Caroline likes school. She likes her teacher. 
 
Mini-story 2 
Vocabulary 
the schedule (el horario) 
math (la clase de matemáticas; las matemáticas) 
reading (la clase de leer; la lectura) 
language arts (English) (la clase de inglés) 
social studies (la clase de estudios sociales) 
 
Caroline is in the 4th grade. Her schedule is very simple. She has math at 8:30 and 
reading at 10:00 in the morning. Then she has recess at 11:30, and after that she has 
lunch. After lunch she has the rest of her classes. She has language arts at 12:30 and 
social studies at 2pm.   
 
Mini-story 3 
Vocabulary 
classes begin (las clases comienzan) 



she was late (estaba atrasada; llegó tarde) 
she arrived (ella vino; ella fue) 
 
There was a girl. Her name is Susan. Susan is in the 11th grade at Clarke Central High 
School. The classes at school begin at 8 o’clock in the morning. Everyday she was late 
for class. She came at 8:10 or 8: 20, but never on time. The teacher asked her, “Susan, 
when do classes begin?” Susan answered, “At 8 o’clock.” “Good,” the teacher said, “then 
be here tomorrow on time, please.” But the next day, Susan arrived to school late. The 
teacher was very angry. He called Susan’s mother. “Susan is late every day. She must 
arrive at school on time.”  
 
Mini-story 4 
Vocabulary 
he is not a good student (él no es un buen estudiante) 
behaves/ he misbehaves (se porta bien/ no se porta bien) 
he sleeps (duerme) 
he gets into trouble (él busca problemas) 
he makes faces (hace caritas/ hace muecas) 
 
There is a boy named Sam. He is not a good student. He is always getting into trouble. 
He talks when the teacher is talking. He sleeps in class. He makes faces at the teacher 
behind his back and makes the other students laugh. He says means things to the teacher. 
Finally, the teacher had enough and called Sam’s mother. “You must come to the 
school,” he said. “We need to talk about Sam. Please come Thursday at 4pm.” Sam’s 
mother was angry. 
 
Mini-story 5 
Vocabulary 
he is making good grades (saca buenas notas/ buenas calificaciones) 
he is good student (él es un buen estudiante) 
he is trying hard (él esta trabajando fuerte) 
he does his homework (él hace la tarea)  
he is doing well (hace muy bien/ está hacienda muy bien) 
 
There is a boy named Saul. He is in the 5th grade. He is a good student. Saul likes school. 
He is trying hard. Saul does his homework every night. He is making good grades. 
 
Mini-story 6 
Vocabulary 
he wrote (él escribió) 
the conferences (la conferencia)  
sign in (firma) 
find (encuentra) 
 



The teacher wrote a note. It was a note to the parents in the class. It read: Wednesday at 
5pm we will have a conference to talk about how your child is doing in school. Please be 
here by 4:45 pm to sign in and find the classroom.  
 
Role Play: 
Mother: Hello, I’m Carla Espinoza. I am Saul’s mother. 
Teacher: “I am very pleased to meet you. Thank you for coming. I am Jennifer Wilson, 
Saul’s teacher.” 
Mother: I am pleased to meet you too. Saul seems to like your class. He talks about it a 
lot. 
Teacher: That is very nice. He is doing very well in school. He especially likes math. 
Saul could do even better in some of his other subjects, like English, if you or his father 
could help him a little. 
Mother: Oh, my English is terrible. What can I do? 
Teacher: Well, just coming today is very helpful. You make an appointment to meet with 
me anytime. Also, you could go over Saul’s homework with him every evening. He 
keeps everything in his homework folder. 
Mother: What is a homework folder?  
Teacher: We send important work home to be completed, or if there is a parent 
newsletter, permission slip, or anything else we need for you to know in his homework 
folder. We also keep the child’s assignment sheet and goals for the week in the folder. 
Mother: If I check his homework folder, then I’ll be able to see what Saul is doing in 
class everyday? 
Teacher: That’s right! It would also help Saul improve his reading skills if you would 
read a little with him every night. 
Mother: Thank you, Mrs. Wilson. We will work on these things. 
 
Role Play: 
Father: My name is Erick Johnson. My son is Carl. 
Teacher: Good morning Mr. Johnson. It’s nice to meet you. Thank you for coming. I 
want to talk to you about Carl’s report card. 
Father: How is Carl doing in school? 
Teacher: Carl is an excellent student. He is doing very well. He works hard. 
  
Role Play: 
Teacher: Good afternoon Mrs. Bennett. 
Mother: Hello, Mr. Jenkins. How is my daughter doing in school? 
Teacher: Her behavior is excellent. She tries very hard. She is having trouble with 
spelling. 
Mother: What can I do to help? 
Teacher: Well, I’m glad you asked. I will give her some extra work to take home. If you 
will go over the words with her, that will help. You can also read together for twenty 
minutes each night from her reading book.  
Mother: Okay. 
 
Mini-story 7 



Vocabulary 
he took (llevó) 
wanted to listen (quería escuchar) 
where it was (dónde estaba) 
are not allowed (no se permite/ no están permitidos) 
 
There was a woman. Her son was in the 6th grade. One day he took his MP3 player to 
school. He wanted to listen to music. He came home. His mother asked where the MP3 
player was. He said that the teacher took it. The woman went to the school to talk to the 
teacher. The teacher said that MP3 players are not allowed. 
 
Questions: 
Was the woman in the sixth grade or was her son in the sixth grade? Do you have 
children? What grade is your child in? What is your child’s name? What grade is they 
boy in? What is the boy’s name? How old is the boy? What is the name of his school? 
Where is his school? What school does your child attend? Where is your school? What 
did the boy take to school—his homework or his MP3? Did he take his homework? Why 
did he take his MP3 to school? Are children allowed to have MP3 players at school? Did 
his mother ask for the homework or did she ask for the MP3? Who took the MP3? Why 
did the teacher take the MP3? Are MP3 players allowed at school? 
 
Role Play: 
Teacher: Hello, I am Mr. Watson, the sixth grade math teacher. May I help you? 
Mother: Yes, my son, Raul is in your homeroom. He tells me that you have his MP3 
player. 
Teacher: Ah, yes Mrs. Mendez. MP3 players are not allowed in the classroom. The 
students can use them during break and after school, but not during class.  Raul did not 
follow the rules. He has been warned several times to not have his MP3 during class. I 
sent a note home last week that he was not to bring it back because of this problem. 
Mother: Raul never said anything to me about this. 
Teacher: Then you did not get the note? Again yesterday Raul was using the MP3 during 
math class. Unfortunately, I had to take it up. 
Mother: I didn’t know about this. Can he have his MP3 back? 
Teacher: You can check in with the office. They have a claims form for you to fill out. 
Then they will return it to you. 
Mother: Thank you, Mr. Watson. 
Teacher: Mrs. Mendez, anything that distracts the children from their school work is not 
allowed. If he uses the MP3 during class again, I will have to take it from him. 
Mother: Yes, Mr. Watson, I understand. 
 



Mini-Story 8: 
 
she can’t go (no puede ir)  
she is not feeling well (nose siente bien) 
she is sick (está enferma) 
 
Marsha can’t go to school. She is not feeling well. She is sick.  
 
she called (ella llamó) 
she told (ella dijo) 
would not be (no iba a estar) 
 
Her mother called the school. She spoke to the secretary. She told the secretary that 
Marsha would not be at school today. 
 
Role Play: 
Secretary: Fowler Drive Elementary. May I help you? 
Mother: This is Sarah Johnson. My daughter won’t be at school today. She is not feeling 
well. 
Secretary: I’m sorry to hear that. What is her name?  
Mother: Her name is Marsha Johnson. 
Secretary: What grade is she in? 
Mother: She is in the 3rd grade. 
Secretary: Is she in Mr. Patterson’s homeroom or Mrs. Chambers’?  
Mother: Mr. Patterson. 
Secretary: Thank you Mrs. Johnson for calling. I will let Mr. Patterson know. 



Chapter Stories 
 
Mini-story 1  
Caroline is a student at Sanford Elementary. She is in the 4th grade. She is a good 
student. She attends school every day. Caroline likes school. She likes her teacher. 
 
Carolina es una estudiante en la escuela primaria Sanford Elementary. Ella está en el 
cuarto grado. Ella es una buena estudiante. Ella asiste a las clases todos los días. A 
Carolina le gusta la escuela. A ella le gusta la maestra. 
 
Mini-story 2 
Caroline is in the 4th grade. Her schedule is very simple. She has math at 8:30 and 
reading at 10:00 in the morning. Then she has recess at 11:30, and after that she has 
lunch. After lunch she has the rest of her classes. She has language arts at 12:30 and 
social studies at 2pm.   
 
Carolina está en el cuarto grado. Su horario es muy simple. Ella tiene las matemáticas a 
las ocho y media y la clase de leer a las diez de la mañana. Después ella tiene el recreo a 
las once y media, y después de esto ella tiene el almuerzo. Después del almuerzo tiene los 
demás de sus clases. Tiene la clase de inglés a las doce y media y los estudios sociales a 
las dos.  
 
Mini-story 3 
There was a girl. Her name is Susan. Susan is in the 11th grade at Clarke Central High 
School. The classes at school begin at 8 o’clock in the morning. Everyday she was late 
for class. She came at 8:10 or 8: 20, but never on time. The teacher asked her, “Susan, 
when do classes begin?” Susan answered, “At 8 o’clock.” “Good,” the teacher said, “then 
be here tomorrow on time, please.” But the next day, Susan arrived to school late. The 
teacher was very angry. He called Susan’s mother. “Susan is late every day. She must 
arrive at school on time.”  
 
Había una muchacha. Ella se llama Susana. Susana está en el grado once en la escuela 
preparatoria Clarke Central High School. Las clases de la escuela comienzan at las ocho 
en punto de la mañana. Todos los días ella llegaba atrasada para clase. Ella llegó a las 
ocho y diez o a las ocho y veinte, pero nunca a tiempo. El maestro le preguntó, “Susana, 
¿A qué hora comienzan las clases?” Susana le contestó, “A las ocho.” “Bien,” dijo el 
maestro, “Entonces, llega a tiempo mañana, por favor.” Pero el próximo día, Susana 
llegó atrasada. El maestro estaba muy enfadado. El llamó a la mamá de Susana. 
“Susana llega atrasada todos los días. Ella tiene que llegar a la escuela a tiempo.”  
 
Mini-story 4 
There is a boy named Sam. He is not a good student. He is always getting into trouble. 
He talks when the teacher is talking. He makes faces at the teacher behind his back and 
makes the other students laugh. He says means things to the teacher. Finally, the teacher 
had enough and called Sam’s mother. “You must come to the school,” he said. “We need 
to talk about Sam. Please come Thursday at 4pm.” Sam’s mother was angry. 



Hay un muchacho que se llama Sam. El no es un buen estudiante. He siempre está metido 
en problemas. El habla cuando está hablando el maestro. El hace caritas detrás de la 
espalda del maestro y hace a los otros estudiantes reírse. El dice malas cosas al maestro. 
Por fin, el maestro ya no lo soportaba y llamó a la mamá de Sam. “Usted tiene que venir 
a la escuela,” dijo. “Tenemos que hablar sobre Sam. Favor de venir el jueves a las 
cuatro.” La mamá de Sam estaba enojada.  
 
Mini-story 5 
There is a boy named Saul. He is in the 5th grade. He is a good student. Saul likes school. 
He is trying hard. Saul does his homework every night. He is making good grades. 
 
Hay un muchacho nombrado Saúl. El está en el quinto grado. El es un buen estudiante. A 
Saúl le gusta la escuela. El está trabajando fuerte. Saúl hace la tarea cada noche. El 
saca buenas calificaciones. 
 
Mini-story 6 
The teacher wrote a note. It was a note to the parents in the class. It read: Wednesday at 
5pm we will have a conference to talk about how your child is doing in school. Please be 
here by 4:45 pm to sign in and find the classroom.  
 
El maestro escribió una nota. Era una nota a los padres de la clase. Decía: El miércoles 
a las cinco de la tarde tendremos una conferencia para hablar cómo está haciendo su 
hijo en la escuela. Favor de llegar a las cinco menos quince para firmar el registro y 
encontrar el aula de clase.  
 
Mini-story 7 
There was a woman. Her son was in the 6th grade. One day he took his MP3 player to 
school. He wanted to listen to music. He came home. His mother asked where the MP3 
player was. He said that the teacher took it. The woman went to the school to talk to the 
teacher. The teacher said that MP3 players are not allowed. 
 
Había una mujer. Su hijo estaba en sexto grado. Un día llevó su equipo MP3 a la 
escuela. El quería escuchar a música. Llegó a la casa. Su mamá le preguntó por dónde 
estaba el equipo MP3. El le dijo que el maestro se lo quitó. La mamá fue a la escuela 
para hablar con el maestro. El maestro le dijo que equipos MP3 no están permitidos. 
 
Mini-Story 8: 
Marsha can’t go to school. She is not feeling well. She is sick. Her mother called the 
school. She spoke to the secretary. She told the secretary that Marsha would not be at 
school today. 
 
Marsha no puede ir a la escuela. Ella no se siente bien. Ella está enferma. Su mama 
llamó la escuela. Ella habló con la secretaria. Elle le dijo a la secretaria que Marsha no 
iba a estar en la escuela hoy.



ANSWERS TO EXERCISES: 
 
Exercise # 1 Describe the following pictures: Answers will vary. 
 
Exercise # 2 Tell the story you see in the pictures: Answers will vary; Similar to Mini-
Story # 4: 
There is a boy named Sam. He is not a good student. He is always getting into trouble. 
He does not pay attention. He sleeps in class. He makes faces at the teacher behind his 
back. He says means things to the teacher. Finally, the teacher had enough and called 
Sam’s mother. “You must come to the school,” he said. “We need to talk about Sam. 
Please come Thursday at 4pm.” Sam’s mother was angry. 
 
Exercise # 3: Listening Comprehension.  

1. Sam’s mother was angry. (D) 
2. The teacher said, “Please come on Thursday.” 
3. Sam sleeps in class. (D) 
4. Sam makes bad grades. (A) 
5. Sam makes faces at the teacher. (B) 
6. Sam says mean things and yells at the teacher. (C) 
7. The teacher called Sam’s mother. (D) 
8. The teacher had enough. (D) 

 
Exercise # 4: Fill in the Blanks: 
 named 
 student 
 getting into 
 makes faces 
 the teacher 
 called 
 angry 
 
Exercise # 5 Excuse for school absence  

1. What is the date? August 26, 2008 
2. Who is it to? Teacher  
3. What is wrong? Marsha is sick and won’t be at school. 
4. Is there a good-bye? Or is there a thank you? Thank you 
5. Who is it from? Mrs. Johnson 

 
Exercise # 6 Writing a letter Answers may very; the letter/note should include :  

• the date 
• who it is to  
• what you want to say 
• thank you or goodbye 
• who it is from 

 



Exercise # 7: Sentence Comprehension 
1. C. The boy is misbehaving. 

     D. The boy is throwing paper in class 
 2. A. John is a good student.  

    C. John is making good grades. 
 3. A. The teacher is having a conference 

    B. The child is making bad grades. 
    C. The child is upset. 
4. A. The girl is reading. 

     B. The girl is working hard. 
    D. The girl is a good student.  

 
Exercise # 8: Reading Comprehension 
Ana’s Great Day 
 1. B 
 2. B 
 3. C 
 4. B 
 5. C 
Jeffrey Can’t Wait 
 1. C 
 2. B 
 3. D 
 4. B 
 5. C 
 
 
  



STUDENT EXCERCISES 
 
Vocabulary: 
the school (la escuela) 
the students (los estudiantes; los alumnos) 
she attends (ella asiste) 
she likes (a ella le gusta) 
 
the schedule (el horario) 
math (la clase de matemáticas; las matemáticas) 
reading (la clase de leer; la lectura) 
language arts (English) (la clase de inglés) 
social studies (la clase de estudios sociales) 
 
classes begin (las clases comienzan) 
she was late (estaba atrasada; llegó tarde) 
she arrived (ella vino; ella fue) 
 
he is not a good student (él no es un buen estudiante) 
behaves/ he misbehaves (se porta bien/ no se porta bien) 
he sleeps (duerme) 
he gets into trouble (él busca problemas) 
he makes faces (hace caritas/ hace muecas) 
 
he is making good grades (saca buenas notas/ buenas calificaciones) 
he is good student (él es un buen estudiante) 
he is trying hard (él trabaja fuerte) 
he does his homework (él hace la tarea)  
he is doing well (hace muy bien/ está hacienda muy bien) 
 
he wrote (él escribió) 
the conferences (la conferencia)  
sign in (firma) 
find (encuentra) 
 
he took (llevó) 
wanted to listen (quería escuchar) 
where it was (dónde estaba) 
are not allowed (no se permite/ no están permitidos) 
 
she can’t go (no puede ir)  
she is not feeling well (nose siente bien) 
she is sick (está enferma) 
she called (ella llamó) 
she told (ella dijo) 
would not be (no iba a estar) 



Exercise # 1: Describe the following picture: Working in groups, describe the picture to 
each other. 
 

 
 
 



Exercise # 2: Tell the story you see in the pictures: 
 
A.  Sam 

   

B.  

        

C. 

 

D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Tenemos que hablar sobre Sam. 
Venga a la escuela el jueves a las cuatro.” 
 

 
Exercise # 3: Listening Comprehension. Write the letter of the picture your teacher 
describes. 

1. __________    5.  ___________ 

2. __________    6.  ___________ 

3. __________    7.  ___________ 

4. __________    8.  ___________ 

 

Exercise # 4: Fill in the Blanks: 
 
There is a boy ____________ Sam. He is not a good ___________________. He is 

always ________________ trouble. He sleeps in class. He _______________________ 

at the teacher behind his back. He says means things to ________________. Finally, the 

teacher had enough and ________________ Sam’s mother. He said. “We need to talk 

about Sam. Please come Thursday at 4pm.” Sam’s mother was ____________________. 



Exercise # 5 Excuse for school absence Students will read the following note to the 
school and answer the questions that follow. 
 
 

August 26, 2008

Dear Teacher,  
 
                   Marsha is sick. Please excuse her from school.  
 
 

Thank you,
 

Mrs. Johnson

 
 
1. What is the date? ______________________________________________________ 
 
2. Who is it to? __________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is wrong? _______________________________________________________ 
 
4. Is there a good-bye? Or is there a thank you? _______________________________ 
 
5. Who is it from? _______________________________________________________ 
 



Exercise # 6 Writing a letter Students will practice writing a note/ letter to the teacher. 
When writing a note or letter, always include :  

• the date 
• who it is to  
• what you want to say 
• thank you or goodbye 
• who it is from 

 
 

_____________________

Dear ______________________ 
 
         

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

 

____________________

____________________

 
 

 
 
 



Exercise # 7: Sentence Comprehension: Look at the pictures and decide which 
sentences most likely describe the picture. Circle the letter for the correct sentence. 
(There may be more than one answer). 
 

A. The boy is a good student. 
 
B. The boy is doing his 
homework. 
 
C. The boy is misbehaving. 
 
D. The boy is throwing paper in 
class. 
 
 
A. John is a good student.  
 
B. John is making faces at the 
teacher. 
 
C. John is making good grades. 
 
D. John is sleeping in class 
 
 
A. The teacher is having a 
conference 
 
B. The child is making bad 
grades. 
  
C. The child is upset. 
 
D. The child is doing well.  
 
 
 
A. The girl is reading. 
 
B. The girl is working hard. 
 
C. The girl is misbehaving. 
 
D. The girl is a good student.  
 

 
                                                                        

            



Exercise # 8: Reading Comprehension: Read the following story and answer the 
questions.  
 
Ana’s Great Day ©2004abcteach.com 
It was a Tuesday morning in April. Ana got up early. She 
was going to wear her lucky blue skirt to school. She really 
liked that skirt. She had a new shirt to match it, and new 
shoes, too. After Ana got dressed, she went into the kitchen, 
where she could smell bacon. Ana’s father was making 
bacon and toast. Ana loved bacon in the morning.  
Ana’s mother was getting ready for work. Ana’s mother is a 
teacher at Ana’s school. Ana is in the second grade, and her 
mother teaches fourth grade. 
Ana was excited about going to school. Her class was going 
to take a test to see how much they had learned so far that 
year. Ana couldn’t wait to get to school. Ana sharpened her 
new pencils for the test. She was going to do her very best 
on that test. Ana loved school, and she liked to make good 
grades. 
Ana ate her breakfast, and then she and her mother went to 
the school. Ana went straight to her classroom. Her teacher, 
Ms. Browner, was already there. It was fun to be in 
Ms.Browner’s class. She was a great teacher. Ana’s 
classmates arrived. Ms. Browner called roll, and then they 
started the test. Ana tried to remember all the things her 
teacher had taught her that year, and tried very hard to do 
everything right on the test. 
The test took over an hour. After the test was over, the class 
played outside for a long time. Then they ate lunch. After 
lunch, they watched a funny movie, and then drew pictures 
until it was time to go home. It was a great day! 
 



Answer the following questions about “Ana’s Great Day” 
 
1. What grade was Ana in? 
a. first 
b. second 
c. third 
d. fourth 
 
2. What did Ana like to eat in the morning? 
a. eggs 
b. bacon 
c. oatmeal 
d. cereal 
 
3. Why was Ana excited about going to school? 
a. They were going on a trip. 
b. They were having a party. 
c. They were taking a test. 
d. They were going to paint. 
 
4. What did Ms. Browner do before they took the test? 
a. She went to the office. 
b. She called roll. 
c. She went home. 
d. She wrote a note to Ana’s parents. 
 
5. What did the children do outside after the test? 
a. rode bikes 
b. drew pictures 
c. played outside 
d. watched a movie 



Reading Comprehension/ Back to School   
 
JEFFREY CAN’T WAIT ©2007 abcteach.com 
Jeffrey was going to be in the third grade in just two weeks. 
Last year he had been in the second grade. It had been 
wonderful. Jeffrey was eight now, and on his way to third 
grade. He was excited! 
His family went on vacation to see his aunt in California. It 
was so much fun. Then they came home. School was only 
one week away now. Jeffrey’s mother took him to the store 
to buy new school clothes and new shoes. 
They wore uniforms at his school, so Jeffrey and his mother 
didn’t have to spend a lot of time choosing the clothes. They 
only had to find the right size. He liked the blue pants and 
white shirts they bought. Jeffrey’s mother also bought him a 
new book bag, crayons, pencils, and paper. 
The night before school started, Jeffrey laid his clothes out. 
He carefully packed his book bag with everything he needed 
for the first day of school. 
The next morning Jeffrey woke up very early. He went 
downstairs to see if his parents were in the kitchen. They 
were not there. It was very dark outside. Jeffrey went back 
upstairs and looked in his parents’ room. They were still 
sleeping. 
Jeffrey went back to his room quietly and looked at the clock. 
It was two o’clock in the morning! Jeffrey felt very silly. He 
went back to bed. He fell asleep and dreamed about the 
third grade. He knew he was going to have a great school 
year! 



Reading Comprehension/ Back to School ©2007 abcteach.com 
 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS: 
1. Why was Jeffrey excited? 
a. He was going to see his aunt. 
b. He had new shoes. 
c. He was going to third grade. 
d. He liked shopping. 
 
2. Where did Jeffrey’s family go on vacation? 
a. Florida 
b. California 
c. Georgia 
d. Texas 
 
3. Which of the following did Jeffrey’s mother NOT buy? 
a. new shoes 
b. new crayons 
c. new book bag 
d. new toothbrush 
 
4. Why did Jeffrey’s mother buy blue pants and white shirts 
for him? 
a. They were his favorite colors. 
b. They were his uniforms for school. 
c. They were on sale. 
d. Jeffrey’s mother liked blue and white. 
 
5. Why do you think Jeffrey woke up at two o’clock in the 
morning? 
a. He was sick. 
b. He was hungry. 
c. He was excited. 
d. He likes to get up early.



Exercise # 9: Write your story. Tell about your children and how they do in school, or a 
time that you met with the teacher for a conference. Use as much of the new vocabulary 
as possible. 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



Exercise # 10:  School Information The following pages are samples of a permission 
slip, school calendar, academic calendar, school menu, report cards, etc. Students will 
practice reading and interpreting the information provided. 
 

Robbins Elementary 
October 17  

Dear Parents,  
 
            The fourth grade is going on an overnight field trip to the 
Atlanta Zoo on November 1st. We will be traveling by bus. Please 
fill out the permission slip and return it to your child’s teacher. If 
you would like to help supervise, please let us know.  
 
My son/daughter ____________________________ has my 
                                              (student’s name) 
permission to go to ____________________________________  
                                                                               (place) 
on  ________________________.  
                          (date) 
 
________ I will help supervise 
________ I will not be able to help supervise 
 

_____________________________
                                                             (parent signature) 

_____________________________
                                                             (date) 

 
 
Questions: 
 
1. Who is this note from? ___________________________________________________ 
 
2. Who is this note to? _____________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is the note about? __________________________________________________ 
 
4. What is the date of the note? ______________________________________________



« August  September - 2008 - Fowler Drive Elementary School October »  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 

 

Holiday 
Labor Day  

  

2

 

 

 

  

3

 

 

 

  

4 
 

 

 

  

5

 

 

 

  

6

 

 

 

  

7 
 

 

 

  

8 
 

District Event 
ES/MS/HS Progress 
Report Period Ends  

 

9

 

 

 

  

10

 

 

 

  

11 
 

 

 

  

12

 

 

 

  

13

 
District Event 
ACT  

  

14 
 

 

 

  

15 
 

District Event 
Sep 15-19 
GHSGT Content Area 
Retests  
PAB Meeting  
6:00 PM   

16

 

 

 

  

17

 
Building Event 
Fowler Drive Hispanic 
Heritage Night  
6:00 PM  
 

18 
 

 

 

  

19

 
District Event 
GHSGT Make-up  

 

20

 

 

 

  

21 
 

 

 

  

22 
 

District Event 
Sep 22-26 
EOCT Online Make-up 
Testing  
 

23

 

 

 

  

24

 
Early Release/PL 
Professional Learning 
Day  
District Event 
GHSWT Main 
Administration   

25 
 

District Event 
GHSWT Make-up  

 

26

 
Building Event 
Fowler Drive Gr.3 FACT  
8:30 AM  

 

27

 

 

 

  

28 
 

 

 

  

29 
 

 

Building Event 
Sep 29-Oct 3 
Fall Book Fair  

  

30

 

 

Sep 29-Oct 3 
Fall Book Fair 

 

        

« August  September - 2008 October »  



Sample Report Cards (from www.rediker.com)



 
Sample Report Card Questions:  
 
1. What grade is John in? 
 
2. How many days was John absent? 
 
3. How many days was John late? 
 
4. What is his 4th quarter grade in Social Studies? 
 
5. What is his Spelling Test grade for the 4th quarter? 
 
6. Did John’s Science grade go up or down during the year? 
 
7. What was John’s final effort grade in Music? 
 
8. What was his final grade in Reading Comprehension? 
 
9.  Did his Penmanship grade go up or down? 
 
10. How is John’s behavior (conduct)? 









 
 
 

HOLLAND HILLS ELEMENTARY 
invites all parents  

 
Please come! 

 
Thursday Oct. 23 

Holland Hills Elementary School 
 

Parent Potluck Dinner 5:30pm (in the cafeteria) 
 

Information Session to follow dinner  
 

Meet and Greet your child’s teacher 7:00-8:30pm (drop-in) 
 

For more information and to sign up for the potluck, please contact Margaret Jenkins (803)555-1234 ext.901 



   

Fourth Grade Newsletter 

       October 24, 2007 

  

 Language Arts/Social Studies:  

Language Arts 

Reading:  This first quarter in Reading has been very productive! We began the 
year sharing and reflecting on our summer reading. Students did a great job on describing 
Edward Tulane in their first characterization. We also compared and contrasted the 
Mysterious Journey of Edward Tulane with the Velveteen Rabbit. It was interesting to 
read the students’ stories about their own personal item like the rabbit. Other summer 
reading books have provided a spring board for discussions on the writing process. 

        September and October have been dedicated to the exploration of realistic fiction. 
We first traveled back in time to Wyoming in Stone Fox. Our second realistic fiction 
reading will be Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary. Our young writers will be given 
the opportunity to pen letters to their favorite authors. We will all be eager to receive our 
return responses! Additional reading activities are designed to strengthen the students 
decoding, comprehension and writing skills. A special focus in this grade is learning to 
read non-fiction for information. The readings and research for their social studies 
projects are designed to strengthen their understanding of main ideas and supporting 
details. By second semester the selection of novels will be coordinated with the various 
cultures of the Eastern Hemisphere.   

        Please continue to monitor the twenty minutes of reading each night. Students are 
asked to respond in their reading response journal to whatever they are reading. This is 
difficult for them if they are not keeping up with their 20 minutes. These are formative 
years for developing life long habits. Thank you in advance for completing the reading 
comprehension “read aloud” each week with your child. I hope you can see the 
improvement in their fluency! It certainly does take a village to develop good reading 
habits. In December, we will conduct our biography unit. Students are assigned books to 
read about a famous person. Not only will this person “attend” our biography breakfast, 
but this year as an added benefit, students will help incorporate their information into the 
fourth grade play, Heroes All. 

            Grammar: Students worked very hard in their exploration into sentence 
structure, and are now have ventured into the parts of speech starting with nouns.   Ask 
your student to share his/her grammar songs with you over the next quarter. I would also 



encourage students to review by using the games we have discovered on the web.             
I should not be seeing anymore sentence fragments or run on sentences! We are also 
constantly reviewing capitalization and punctuation rules. 

            Writing:  We have been working diligently in writing workshop. The first quarter 
was busy with setting up the journals and reviewing the writing process. With many story 
ideas in their folders, I would expect the students to be publishing often!   Mini-lessons 
on the mechanics of writing and creative writing strategies will continue throughout the 
year.  Students are encouraged to write daily in their journals.  

            Wordly Wise:  We spent 2 weeks on each Wordly Wise lesson first quarter.  We 
do part of the lesson in class and part of the lesson as homework.  Starting this quarter, 
we will pick up the pace to weekly Wordly Wise lessons and test on Fridays. Flashcards 
with definitions are available to the students each unit. These cards may be used to make 
actual flashcards or a game of Concentration I strongly encourage all students to make 
use of this tool. Remember, if your child wants to get ahead on the weekends, he or she 
should not venture any further than the unit we will be on the next week.    

Social Studies of the Eastern Hemisphere:   

Mr. Bartholomew Billionolla has begun the Caravan Race and many groups are quickly 
increasing their power as they implement their strategies to win all the gold. If this 
doesn't make sense to you, ask your explorer. The caravans, which began in North 
America, are quickly covering South America and then will head to Europe. Countries 
have been assigned, maps have been passed out and the race continues. Due to “fate” 
some travelers have lost supplies while others have had to sing to scare away the tigers. 
Along the way students have explored different cultures, forms of governments and 
increased their knowledge of the world around them. Additional, they have learned how 
to read maps, use reference material and research on the internet. Their oral presentations 
have been improving each week. Thank all of you for your support with learning the 
names of the countries. I am sure we are all more familiar with a world map! The 
technology that this generation is growing up with will make their world smaller than we 
can imagine. It is imperative that we provide them with the cultural knowledge to 
succeed.  

   

 

Math/Science/Computers 

                              

Math:  I am very pleased with the quality of work the fourth graders have 
displayed in math.  We have completed the concepts of place value, addition and 
subtraction. In place value we concentrated on understanding place value up to trillions, 



reading and writing numbers through trillions, writing numbers in expanded form and 
vice versa.  We recognized an estimate and when an estimate is appropriate. We 
compared and ordered whole numbers and learned to make change and find its value. We 
rounded whole numbers and solved problems involving money amounts using place 
value skills.  We also solved problems using different strategies. We learned to write and 
solve addition or subtraction expressions with a variable. We ended up this term with 
adding and subtracting three or more whole numbers and money amounts, regrouping as 
needed.  

In the next term we will work on multiplication and division. Knowing the multiplication 
facts 1-9 is critical for this study.  

Science:  We have completed our unit on the Rainforest.  The children had fun 
learning the locations of the rainforest around the world and the plants and animals that 
make this mysterious place their home.  A campus field trip and a trip to the Botanical 
Gardens helped the children understand the similarities and differences between the 
temperate forest and the tropical rainforest. The Rainforest Layer poster project added to 
the understanding of how plants and animals depend on one another. Our next unit will 
be a biology unit on the Eye and Ear.  The focus will be on understanding the parts of the 
eye and ear and how they work.  We will conclude this unit with a dissection of a sheep’s 
eye and create a pamphlet on a disease of either the eye or the ear.  

Computers:  Each class has computers in the Discovery Room Computer Center 
once a week. The following are Computer skills that will be practiced or introduced to the 
fourth graders this year: 

•        Log on and log off to their home folder  

•        Locate folder by opening the "my computer" icon 

•        Type from a document using a Keyboarding textbook 

•        Use proper key boarding fingering and posture 

•        Learn the keys on the keyboard without looking at hands 

•        Know how to save to their folder 

•        Be able to import from clip art or on line 

•        Be able to make a power point presentation 

Odds & Ends:  

•        Homework is an important part of our curriculum.  Developing good study 
habits early is beneficial for each child!  Homework will always consist of 



concepts that have been introduced in class.  If you notice a problem with the 
amount of time your child spends on homework, please let us know.  

•        Coming to class prepared with book, materials, and assignments continues to be 
a problem for some children.  You can help by continuing to check the agenda 
and homework folder.  Let your child tell YOU what he/she needs for the next 
morning!  

             Please check to see if your child has extra pencils in their pencil case. 

•        Communication is very important between parent and teacher.  The agenda is 
the main instrument our School uses for this communication.  Please check the 
agenda daily for tests, quizzes, and after school help sessions.  Notes will be sent 
home about upcoming events. 

•        We have been very pleased with the responsibility the fourth graders are showing 
by having their folders and agendas signed on time.  Thank you for being on top 
of this!   

•        The Zoo field trip (November 1st and 2nd) Please keep the "What to Bring” 
letter handy as you are packing for the trip.  I will send a reminder letter the week 
of the trip.  

Please contact us if you have any questions about your child's progress.  We want fourth 
grade to be challenging and exciting! Thank you again for your constant support. It is a 
pleasure to work with this group. We are looking forward to the rest of the journey. 

Mrs. Harfield 

Mrs. Jackson 

    

 

                   



Exercise # 7: Family Homework: Students will read the following suggested titles to 
their children or younger family members. (Children may also read to the parent). 
 
I like school : featuring Jim Henson's Sesame Street muppets Author Muntean, 
Michaela. ISBN 0307231119 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=2682928&t=school%20vocabulary&tp=keyword&d=
0&f=at&hc=124&rt=keyword 
 
Who's who in a school community Author Miller, Jake ISBN 1404227881 
http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=4437416&t=school&tp=keyword&d=0&o=30&hc=95
05&rt=keyword 
 
T is for teachers : a school alphabet Author Layne, Steven L. ISBN 1585361593 

http://gapines.org/opac/en-
US/skin/default/xml/rdetail.xml?r=2467926&t=school&tp=keyword&d=0&o=30&hc=95
05&rt=keyword    


