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1 Greetings 
LESSON 1 
 
Communicative Goals for the Chapter: 
By the end of this chapter the student should be able to: 

• talk about yourself 
• expressing likes/ dislikes 
• discuss where you are from/ where you live 
• talk about children/ family 

get information by asking and answering questions  
 
Grammatical structures: 

- 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person singular verb (to be) 
- infinitives (to + live) 
- negation (did not) 
- prepositional phrases with locations 

  
Vocabulary: 
Say each word and show the gesture. Ask the students if they know what the word means. 
Write the word on the board with the translation. (the following are suggested gestures -  
you can make up your own, ask the class, or use American Sign Language) 
 
there is  (hay) Hold your arms out to the side in presentation of something; “Vanna 
White”-like game show hostess showing off the grand prize 
a man (un hombre): pretend to adjust your tie; explain that everyone will adjust their tie 
his name is (se llama) point to your “Hello, my name is” name tag – or square off your 
index and your thumb to create the name tag illusion   
he lives (él vive) Hold your wrist as though taking your own pulse; you are “living” i.e., 
alive; he lives 
in the city (en la ciudad) With your hands, create the illusion of various rooftops; a city 
skyline, etc.
 
Practice the vocabulary by saying the words in random order. Pause after each word 
giving the students time to show the accompanying gesture. At first, perform the gesture 
along with the student, but after a while delay to see if they are remembering. Say a few 
words quickly to see if the students follow. 
 
there is. a man. his name is. he lives. in the city. he lives. there is. a man. in the city. his 
name is. a man. there is. in the city. 
 
Introduce the story one sentence at a time. When you use a word that you have not 
taught, write it on the board and give them the Spanish translation. 
 
Mini-Story 1: 
There is a man. His name is Robert. He lives in the city.  
Hay un hombre. Se llama Robert. El vive en la ciudad. 
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Questions: 
Was there a man or a woman? Was there a woman? What is the man’s name? What is 
your name? Is your name Robert? Whose name is Robert? Does the man live in the 
mountains? Mountains, what does that mean? It sounds like montañas...Right! 
Mountains! No! The man doesn’t live in the mountains! Does the man live in the 
country? Country, what does that mean? It sounds like campo... country = campo Right! 
No! He doesn’t live in the country! He lives in the city. 
 
 
Mini-Story 2: 
 
he lives (él vive) 
in the country (en el campo) 
he has (él tiene) 
he likes (a él le gusta)
 
There is a man named Robert. He has 5 children. He lives in a small house in the 
country. He likes the country. Robert is happy. 
Hay un hombre llamado Robert. El tiene cinco hijos. El vive en una casa pequeña en 
el campo. A él le gusta el campo. Robert está contento 
 
Does the man have a dog? Does he have 5 dogs? No! He has 5 children. Does he live in a 
house or a trailer? Does the man live in the city or the country? Does the man like the 
country? Is the man happy or sad? 
 
Mini-story 3: 
  
I am from (soy de) 
I live (vivo) 
I have (tengo) 
5 children (cinco hijos) 
a dog (un perro) 

a cat (un gato) 
a small house (una casa 
pequeña) 
in the country (en el campo) 

I like/ do not like (me gusta/ 
no me gusta) 
you are (usted es) 
used to live (vivía) 
a wife (una esposa)

 
There is a man. His name is Robert. He has a wife, 5 children, a dog and a cat. He 
used to live in the country. He moved to the city. He lived in a small house in the 
country, but now he lives in a small trailer in the city. He does not like the city. He 
misses his family. Robert is sad. 
Hay un hombre. Se llama Robert. El tiene una esposa, cinco hijos, un perro y un gato. El 
vivía en el campo. El se mudó a la ciudad. El vivía en una casa pequeña en el campo, 
pero ahora vive en una traila pequeña en la ciudad. A él no le gusta la ciudad. A él le 
echa de menos a su familia. 
 
Questions: 
Was there a man or a woman? Was there a woman? What is the man’s name? What is 
your name? Is your name Robert? Whose name is Robert? Does the man live in the 
mountains? No! The man doesn’t live in the mountains! Does the man live in the 
country? No! He used to live in the country. Now he lives in the city. Does the man have 
a wife? Does he have 5 wives? No! He has 5 children. Does the man have pets? Does he 
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live in a house or a trailer? Where is his house? Does the man like the city? Is the man 
happy or sad? 
 
Write Mini-Story #3 on the board. Read it to them 2x in English. Ask for volunteers to 
read it in Spanish (translate). If no one volunteers, have them read it as a class (choral 
reading). Ask for volunteers to read it in English. Choral read if no one volunteers.  
  
“Pop-up” Grammar: Discuss: (5 seconds or less) 
how “used to” changes lives.  
how “does not” changes likes 
 
Pronunciation Practice: 
country: KUN-tree 
mountain: MOUN-tun 
trailer: TRAY-lur 
 
Role Play (example)  
(Have the students fill in the blanks with their own information) 
 
Robert:   “Hello. My name is Robert. What is your name?”  
Mary:   “Oh, nice to meet you. My name is Mary. 
Robert:  “Where are you from?” 
Mary:   “I am from Texas.” “And you?” 
Robert:  “I am from Mexico.”  
Mary:   “Do you have children?” 
Robert:  “Yes. I have five. Do you have children?” 
Mary:  “No, I don’t. I have 3 dogs, though.” 
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Chapter Stories: 
 
Mini-Story 1: 
There is a man. His name is Robert. He lives in the city.  
 
Hay un hombre. Se llama Robert. El vive en la ciudad. 
 
Mini-Story 2: 
There is a man named Robert. He has 5 children. He lives in a small house in the 
country. He likes the country. Robert is happy. 
 
Hay un hombre llamado Robert. El tiene cinco hijos. El vive en una casa pequeña en 
el campo. A él le gusta el campo. Robert está contento 
 
Mini-story 3: 
There is a man. His name is Robert. He has a wife, 5 children, a dog and a cat. He 
used to live in the country. He moved to the city. He lived in a small house in the 
country, but now he lives in a small trailer in the city. He does not like the city. He 
misses his family. Robert is sad. 
 
Hay un hombre. Se llama Robert. El tiene una esposa, cinco hijos, un perro y un gato. El 
vivía en el campo. El se mudó a la ciudad. El vivía en una casa pequeña en el campo, 
pero ahora vive en una traila pequeña en la ciudad. A él no le gusta la ciudad. A él le 
echa de menos a su familia. 
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ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 
 
Exercise # 1: Describe the following picture: Answers will vary 
There is a house. 
There is an old house (a small house, and ugly house, etc.) 
There is an old house in the country. 
There is a family (there is a man and a woman with some children, etc.) 
The family lives in the country. 
 
Exercise # 2: Tell the story you see in the pictures:  
A. There is a man. His name is Robert 
B. Robert has a wife and five children. He lives in a small house in the country.  
C. Robert now lives in the city.  
D. Robert does not like the city. He is sad 
 
Exercise # 3: Listening Comprehension.  

1. Robert is sad. (D) 
2. There is a man. His name is Robert. (A) 
3. Robert now lives in the city. (C) 
4. Robert does not like the city. (D) 
5. Robert has a wife. (B) 
6. Robert lives in the country. (B) 
7. Robert has 5 children. (B) 

 
Exercise # 4: Sentence Comprehension:  
1. C. The woman lives in the country. 
2. A. There is a man with two children. 
3. A. The boy has three fish. 
4. C. The girl and the cat live in the city. 
 
Exercise # 5: Matching 
1. B 
2. E 
3. A 
4. G 
5. I 
6. H 
7. J 
8. F 
9. C 
10. D 
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Exercise # 6: Fill in the Blank 
name 
has 
live 
city 
small house 
trailer 
like 
family 
sad 
 
Exercise # 7: Translate  
1. There is a woman. Her name is Monique. Monique has a cat. She lives with her cat in 
the country in Paris, France. 
Hay una mujer. Su nombre es Monique. Monique tiene un gato. Ella vive con su gato en 
el campo en Paris, Francia. 
2. There is a Chinese man. His name is Chen. He has two children and a wife. He lives in 
a big house in the city. 
Hay un hombre Chino. Su nombre es Chen. El tiene dos hijos y una esposa. El vive en 
una casa grande el la ciudad. 
3. There is a man. His name is Bob. He has a wife and two dogs. They live in the country. 
Hay un hombre. Su nombre es Bob. El tiene una esposa y dos perros. Ellos viven en el 
campo. 
 
Exercise # 8: Reading Comprehension:  
1. Mike 
2. In a big house in Chicago 
3. In the city 
4. he lives in a big house 
5. two boys 
6. 2 dogs, 2 cats, 3 fish 
7. his wife died/ he has no wife 
8. yes, he loves living in the city 
 
Exercise # 9: Write your story:  
Answers will vary. 
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STUDENT EXERCISES: 
 
Vocabulary: 
there is  (hay)  
a man (un hombre) 
he lives (él vive)  
in the city (en la ciudad)  
he lives (él vive) 
in the country (en el campo) 
he has (él tiene) 
he likes (a él le gusta) 
I am from (soy de) 
I live (vivo) 
I have (tengo) 
5 children (cinco hijos) 
a dog (un perro) 
a cat (un gato) 
a small house (una casa pequeña) 
in the country (en el campo) 
I like/ do not like (me gusta/ no me gusta) 
you are (usted es) 
used to live (vivía) 
a wife (una esposa)  
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Exercise # 1: Describe the following picture: Working in groups, describe the picture to 
each other. 
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Exercise # 2: Tell the story you see in the pictures: 
 
A. 

 

B.  
 
 

  
 

C. 

 

D. 

 
 
 
 
Exercise # 3: Listening Comprehension. Write the letter of the picture your teacher 
describes. 
 

1. __________ 

2. __________ 

3. __________ 

4. __________ 

5. __________ 

6. __________ 

7. __________ 

8. __________ 

9. __________ 

10. __________ 
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Exercise # 4: Sentence Comprehension: Look at the pictures and decide which sentence 
describes the picture. Circle the letter for the correct sentence. 
 

 
A. The man has 2 dogs. 
 
B. The man lives in the city. 
 
C. The woman lives in the country. 
 
 
 
 
A. There is a man with two children. 
 
B. There are three women and two 
children. 
 
C. There are two cats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. The boy has three fish. 
 
B. The woman has three fish. 
 
C. The woman has three daughters. 
 
 
 
 
 
A. The man lives in the country and 
is happy. 
 
B. The woman lives in the city and 
is sad. 
 
C. The girl and the cat live in the 
city. 
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Exercise # 5: Matching: Write the letter of the word in Spanish for the word in English.  
 
1. _____ he lives 

2. _____ a man 

3. _____ his name is  

4. _____ in the city 

5. _____ in the country 

6. _____ he likes 

7. _____ he has 

8. _____ there is 

9. _____ used to live 

10. ____ a small house 

A. él se llama 

B. él vive 

C. él vivía 

D. una casa pequeña 

E. un hombre 

F. hay 

G. en la ciudad 

H. a él le gusta 

I. en el campo 

J. él tiene

 
Exercise # 6: Fill in the Blank: 
 
has 
family 
city 

sad 
name 
small house 

like 
live 
trailer 

 
 
 
There is a man. His ______________ is Robert. He ______________ a 

wife, 5 children, a dog and a cat. He used to _______________ in the 

country. Now he lives in the _______________. He lived in a 

___________________________ in the country, but now he lives in a 

small ____________________ in the city. He does not ________________ 

the city. He misses his ____________________. Robert is ____________. 
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Exercise # 7: Translate English to Spanish:  
 
1. There is a woman. Her name is Monique. Monique has a cat. She lives with her cat in 
the country in Paris, France. 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. There is a Chinese man. His name is Chen. He has two children and a wife. He lives in 
a big house in the city. 
 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. There is a man. His name is Bob. He has a wife and two dogs. They live in the country. 
  
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Exercise # 8: Reading Comprehension: Read the following story and answer the 
questions. 
 
There is a man. His name is Mike. He is from Chicago. He lives in a big house in the city. 
He has 3 children, two boys and a girl. He has 2 dogs, 2 cats and 3 fish. He is very sad 
because he has no wife. His wife died and he lives with his children and his pets. He 
loves living in the city, but he misses his wife.  
 
1. What is the man’s name? _________________________________________________ 

2. Where does he live? _____________________________________________________ 

3. Does Mike live in the country or the city? ____________________________________ 

4. Does he have a big house or a small one? ____________________________________ 

5. How many boys does Mike have? __________________________________________ 

6. What pets does Mike have? _______________________________________________ 

7. Why is Mike sad? _______________________________________________________ 

8. Does Mike like the city? _________________________________________________ 

 
Exercise # 9: Write your story. Tell your name and where you are from. Tell about 
where you used to live and if you have any children or pets. Tell about where you live 
now. Use as much of the new vocabulary as possible. 
 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Exercise # 10: Read the following story: 
 
 There was an adventurous boy. He lived in a little house in the country with his 
dog. He had a big garden and a cow for milk. The boy was happy. But the boy wanted to 
see the world. One day, the boy went to the door and looked outside. He looked left and 
he looked right. He didn’t see anyone. He decided to leave. He walked out into the street 
where he met a wise, old man. The boy said, “Excuse me, sir. I want to know the world. 
Where should I go?”  The old man said, “Well, look here, boy. Here you are well. Your 
life is peaceful and safe. But if you insist on seeing the world, there is no place like 
Brazil. Jump up here in this car and you can get there easily.”  
 So, Johnny went to the big city of Brasilia in the country of Brazil. It was a big, 
beautiful city. There were people everywhere and many big stores. Johnny was very 
careful because there was a lot of traffic. But Johnny began to feel hungry. He did not 
have any money. He did not speak the language and he could not get a job. Sometimes 
there was someone left something in their plate at one of the many open-air cafés and 
Johnny would take the food.  

For many days, Johnny walked and walked. He looked at everything and enjoyed 
himself very much. But then he began to feel sad. He was hungry. He wanted to return to 
his peaceful life in the country. In the city there were very few trees and although the city 
was beautiful, Johnny was very hungry. But the worst part was the mean street boys who 
tried to tease him.  
 One day when Johnny was looking for food, the mean boys attacked him. Since 
he didn’t have anywhere to go, he ran and ran. Johnny decided that he didn’t like the city 
and began to feel very sad. He wanted to go home. At that moment, Johnny heard a 
voice. It was a girl. She was crying. Johnny looked and looked for her and finally found 
her behind a tree. He walked up and asked her:  
“Why are you crying?” asked the boy. “Can I help?” 
“Who are you?” the girl asked.  
“My name is Johnny. What is your name?”  
The girl answered, “My name is Caroline. I am really sad here in the city. I want to go 
back to the country where I used to have a peaceful life and where I was very happy.” 
“You too?” asked Johnny. “I came to the city not too long ago, but I want to go home 
too.” “Shall we go together?” he asked.  
“Oh, yes!” said the girl.  
And so they did. Johnny and Caroline went back to the country. She saw his little house 
and his little dog. She liked them very much. The boy asked the girl to marry him and she 
was very happy.  
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Questions: 
Was there a boy? What was the boy’s name, Jack or Johnny? Where did the boy live, in 
the city or in the country? Did the boy live alone? What did the boy want to do, stay 
home or see the world? Who did the boy meet first, a man or a woman? What did the 
man say? Where did he take the boy, to the city or to the beach? What did the boy see? 
Was the city big or small? What did Johnny begin to feel? What did he eat? Did he like 
the city? Who else was in the city? Why was this a problem for Johnny? What happened 
with the other boys? What did they do, play or chase him? What happened next? Who did 
Johnny find, a cat or a girl? Where was the girl? What was she doing, playing or crying? 
What was the girl’s name, Karen or Caroline? Why was the girl crying? What did Johnny 
say? Did the girl go with him? Where did they go? What did the girl see? Did she like 
what she saw? What did Johnny ask? What did the girl say? 
 
Exercise # 11: Family Homework: Students will read the following suggested titles to 
their children or younger family members. (Children may also read to the parent). 
 
Are you my mother? by Theodore Geisel 
Greetings and phrases = Saludos y frases Author Petelinsek, Kathleen. 


